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Introduction

Co-production of Research: Sociology + artistic practice

Focus: Satire • Gentrification • Resistance • City of Care



Context & 
Methodological 

Framing

• Dublin’s Liberties: rapid gentrification, hotels, 
student housing

• Research-creation & arts-based collaboration as 
methodology

• Role of satire & humour in protest



Con: temporary 
Quarters: 

Artistic Practice

Satire, absurdity & humour as tactics of critique
• A Cultural Tour of Hotels in the Liberties
• How to Exist in a Public Space (happening)

• Exhibition at StayCity (former Tivoli Theatre)



Case Example: 
Walking Tour

• Satirical “hotel tour bingo” & 
blandmarks

• Hi-Vis as Symbol: simulate 
construction workers / a sign 
of crisis

• Highlights the replacement of 
community spaces by 
transient accommodation

Mill Street Map A Cultural Tour of Hotels In the Liberties.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1i4_p2tBKOMyVP4Wm1sC6eqSjpc-rXlYc/view


Case Example: Public Space Actions

• How to Exist in a Public 
Space: reclaiming 
common urban areas

• Performative 
instructions for 
presence, touch, 
relaxation

• Embodied critique of 
privatised/controlled 
space



Conclusions

Collaboration across academic & artistic practices: tensions & value, doing 
research & activism (can we call it public engagement???)
Key questions:

• Who cares for the city?
• Can satire/humour resist co-optation?
• Limits of arts-based interventions – awareness vs. structural change
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Thank you for the attention!

Lidia K.C. Manzo
Universitas Mercatorum of Rome
lidia.manzo@gmail.com

South Studios_Aloft A Cultural Tour of Hotels in the Liberties.mp4

Aoife Ward, Eve Woods 
Independent artists & organisers
aoifeandeve@gmail.com
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jMyyiNa0E9btBDoRy96o4mFnVuDWkvr/view
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