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2. Drawing & Epistemology
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Playing the City:
Mediating public space through play and counterplay 

Placemaking

Pop-ups

Protests

Counterplay:
“…to be truly involving, a game often has to include some “bad” 
subject positions, renegade options, outlaw possibilities, even if 
the logic of play often tends to their being unattractive to play 
or unlikely to win.” De Peuter & Dyer-Witherford 2005

Are we playing, or being played?
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2017 H-VAC
2018 Air Draft

Visual Methods



2019 Potemkin Theatre

2020 Sharks! 

2021 All Along the Watchtower

Visual Methods



2024 Antepavilion competition brief



Walter de Maria, Vertical Earth Kilometer (1977) Kassel, DE

Aït-Touati, Arènes & Grégoire (2022) Terra Forma





‘an inverted minescape’





an inverted minescape

the coruscating heat of liquid magma

the coruscating heat of liquid magma

material entropy

its (il)logical conclusion



“the petrified voices rise up from the earth”

“…the portal is more than just a conduit, it is a 
place in its own right; a ‘solid thing’ that 
harnesses the affective powers of that 
gravitational pull towards somewhere beyond.”
 
Planetary Portals group





Meanwhile Space CIC, Loughborough Junction, Lambeth



The Outernet, St. Giles, Camden



Gillett Square, Dalston, Hackney photo by Roland Ramanan
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Drawing in Research
An 8-week online drawing course for social science PhD & ECRs



Sou 2020 

Haapio-Kirk 2024

Hendrickson 2020 



von Humboldt, Bonpland, Schönberger & Turpin 1805 Dror & Messer, 2018



Monument Valley

Jill Gibbon



Drawing helped me go beyond 
words […] and pin down details 
[that] appeared totally irrelevant 
and unrelated...

…I saw drawing as a strategy to 
escape patterns of ethnographic 
description…

With drawing came a sort of 
‘semantic relief’ (Causey 2016, 8).

Bonanno (2020) Drawing as a 
mode of translation



“How are you using drawing in your own research?”



Playing the City:
Mediating public space through play and counterplay 

Placemaking

Pop-ups

Protests



Graphic Design Ukiyo-e 



Urban Design



Hidden Folks



Freddie Phillipson
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Spillover:
from visual methods to research-creation

1. ‘When what you produce is not what you learn’ (Oliver)
2. Counterplay might be a useful concept

in thinking about research-creation
3. In research-creation, researchers can usefully equip

themselves with skills and confidence in creative methods 
4. Thought experiment:

Discuss research-creation without reference to art
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