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Playing the City:
Mediating public space through play and counterplay 

Placemaking

Pop-ups

Protests

Counterplay:
άΧǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎΣ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ άōŀŘέ 
subject positions, renegade options, outlaw possibilities, even if 
the logic of play often tends to their being unattractive to play 
ƻǊ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǿƛƴΦέDe Peuter& Dyer-Witherford 2005

Are we playing, or being played?
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2017 H-VAC
2018 Air Draft

Visual Methods



2019 Potemkin Theatre

2020 Sharks! 

2021 All Along the Watchtower

Visual Methods



2024 Antepavilioncompetition brief



Walter de Maria, Vertical Earth Kilometer (1977) Kassel, DE

Aït-Touati, Arènes& Grégoire (2022) Terra Forma





Ψŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ minescapeΩ





an inverted minescape

the coruscating heat of liquid magma

the coruscating heat of liquid magma

material entropy

its (il)logical conclusion



άǘƘŜ ǇŜǘǊƛŦƛŜŘ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǊƛǎŜ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘέ

άΧǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘŀƭ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǊƛƎƘǘΤ ŀ ΨǎƻƭƛŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŀǘ 
harnesses the affective powers of that 
ƎǊŀǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦέ
 
Planetary Portals group





Meanwhile Space CIC, Loughborough Junction, Lambeth



The Outernet, St. Giles, Camden



Gillett Square, Dalston, Hackney photo by Roland Ramanan
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Drawing in Research
An 8-week online drawing course for social science PhD & ECRs



Sou 2020 

Haapio-Kirk 2024

Hendrickson 2020 



von Humboldt, Bonpland, Schönberger& Turpin 1805 Dror & Messer, 2018



Monument Valley

Jill Gibbon



Drawing helped me go beyond 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ώΧϐ ŀƴŘ Ǉƛƴ Řƻǿƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 
[that] appeared totally irrelevant 
and unrelated...

ΧL ǎŀǿ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ 
escape patterns of ethnographic 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΧ

With drawing came a sort of 
ΨǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΩ ό/ŀǳǎŜȅ нлмсΣ уύΦ

Bonanno (2020) Drawing as a 
mode of translation


