






is a pathway to involvement 
with the criminal justice system

is an experience that impacts 
accessing and retaining housing



Complex representations of the role housing, or lack 

thereof, plays across diverse experiences of criminalization 

and/or experiences of transitioning back into community.

Critical understanding of the existing knowledge, capacity, 

and barriers to accessing and retaining adequate housing.

Collective visions and speculations about what housing would 

be like in a world without prisons & what role safe and stable 

housing can play in moving us towards decarceral futures.
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https://cms.nhc-cnl.ca/media/Neha/org%20submissions/Canadian%20Association%20of%20Elizabeth%20Fry%20Societies.pdf
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Complex representations of the role housing, or lack 

thereof, plays across diverse experiences of criminalization 

and/or experiences of transitioning back into community.

Critical understanding of the existing knowledge, capacity, 

and barriers to accessing and retaining adequate housing.

Collective visions and speculations about what housing would 

be like in a world without prisons & what role safe and stable 

housing can play in moving us towards decarceral futures.

➢CAEFS Housing Report and 
submission to the Neha Panel 
and Federal Housing Advocate

➢Neha Panel dialogues in 
provincial and federal prisons 
in Nova Scotia
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Making a 
transformative 
housing justice zine 
with collaborative 
speculative design

"Housing justice is the idea that 
everyone deserves safe, affordable, 
and health-promoting housing 
regardless of race, income, gender, 
ethnicity, ability, and more."

https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/housing-justice-101-
definitions-examples-learning-opportunities/

Image source: https://www.raceforward.org/



Making a 
transformative 
housing justice zine 
with collaborative 
speculative design

Transformative justice is a 
community-based approach for 
addressing the systemic reproduction 
of harm and generating meaningful, 
transformative solutions by centring 
the knowledge, experience, capacity, 
and strength of those most affected.

Image source https://generatorto.com/blog/transformative-justice-intro



Making a 
transformative 
housing justice zine 
with collaborative 
speculative design

Zines are a small-format, 
non-commercial publication 
with a long tradition in 
activist spaces and 
marginalized communities. 

"In zines, everyday oddballs were 
speaking plainly about themselves and 
our society with an honest sincerity, 
a revealing intimacy, and a healthy 
"fuck you" to sanctioned authority 
[…] writing for an audience of like-
minded misfits."

Duncombe (1997). Notes from the underground: Zines and the 
politics of alternative culture. p2.



Making a 
transformative 
housing justice zine 
with collaborative 
speculative design

The Purpose and Goals of 
Speculative Design

1. Questioning the Present:
Speculative Design acts as a tool for questioning and 
reflecting on the current state of the world. It encourages 
us to think critically about the present-day design 
practices, consumer culture, and the societal, ethical, and 
environmental impact of technology.

2. Exploring Future Possibilities:
This design discipline stretches our imagination to 
consider possible, probable, and preferable futures. It 
creates narratives and artifacts that depict future 
scenarios, making abstract concepts tangible and open for 
discussion.

3. Sparking Debate:
By presenting hypothetical scenarios, Speculative Design 
provokes discussion and debate about the direction in which 
society is heading. It's not about predicting the future 
but about exploring a range of futures to better understand 
the present and inform decision-making.

4. Ethical Considerations and Responsibility:
It raises awareness about the ethical implications of 
design and technology. This aspect of speculative design is 
crucial in an era where technology is advancing rapidly, 
often outpacing our ability to fully understand its long-
term impact.

https://www.critical.design/post/what-is-speculative-design

Image source 
https://speculative.hr/en/introduction-to-
speculative-design-practice/



How collage co-creation 
worked as an abolitionist 
practice of transformative 
housing justice
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